
FREE CITATION GUIDES & SMART USE
TIPS FOR GRADUATE WRITERS

A  R E S O U R C E  P R O V I D E D  B Y  T H E  L P T S  A C A D E M I C  S U P P O R T  C E N T E R  ( A S C )

If you are new to Chicago, Turabian or APA styles, citation generators (builders) and
guides will save you time when adding source notes and a bibliography to a 
writing project.

What is the difference between a citation builder and a guide?
1.Citation builders will help you format bibliography and footnote entries

quickly. 
Zotero is a free citation builder, available for download or as a Chrome
extension at Zotero.org. 
MS Word contains a citation builder under the References tab.

2.Guides teach you the rules for Chicago, Turabian, APA, and other styles. 
The Purdue University OWL (Online Writing Lab) contains guidelines for using
APA, Chicago, and Turabian citation styles, along with numerous examples.
The official style manuals for APA, Chicago and Turabian are the most specific
and the most helpful when citing unusual sources.

3.Why use a guide in addition to a citation builder?          
Citation tools are helpful starting points, but they can still make mistakes. Use a
citation guide to review and adjust citations yourself—especially for unusual
sources such as archival material, datasets, or interviews.

4.Always consult a style guide or manual for these common graduate level
sources:

 Edited book chapters or multiple authors (3+)
 Archival or primary sources
 Conference proceedings, government or organizational reports

5.Key Principle:
 Builders save time.
 Guides ensure credibility.
 Use both.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C-6WYq6_o3c&t=90s
https://www.zotero.org/download/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrscCsp2mCU
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/resources.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_18th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_18th_edition.html
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/turabian/citation-guide.html


Or Scan to
Book Directly!

The Academic Support Center (ASC) supports students with various aspects including:
Strategic Reading
Ordination Support
Career Mapping

Academic Writing
Study Skills
Academic Honesty

Citation Support
ADA Academic Accommodation
Critical Thinking & Analytical Skills
Development

Steps to follow:

1.Generate the citation quickly with a citation builder.

2.Compare the citation with examples in the appropriate guide.

3.Fix common mistakes: capitalization of titles, missing editors/translators, page
ranges, italics vs quotation marks.

4.Standardize your bibliography. Be sure all entries follow style guidelines.
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S U S A N  K A N T E R
A S C  W R I T I N G  C O A C H /
T U T O R
S K A N T E R @ L P T S . E D U

L I S A  L I A S
M A N A G E R ,  A C A D E M I C
S U C C E S S  C E N T E R
L L I A S @ L P T S . E D U

E L I  M E G I B B E N
A S C  W R I T I N G  C O A C H /
T U T O R
E M E G I B B E N @ L P T S . E D U  

The ASC is a drop-in center located in the E.M.
White Library, Room 108, and also available by

appointment in person/online!
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