
FEBRUARY 2005 
 

EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
OPEN AND CLOSED BOOK        MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS  
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states: 

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of 
the meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the 
Directory for Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of 
worshiping communities.” G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of Word 
and Sacraments to serve as graders.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free language.  
Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is appropriate.  
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage. When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination.  

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  It is scheduled to be written in one hour.  No 
books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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USE THE DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP AS FOUND IN THE CURRENT BOOK OF 
ORDER IN YOUR PREPARATION.  IT MAY NOT BE USED DURING THE 
EXAMINATION. 
 
A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS  MAY BE 
USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION. 
NO OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 

If you prefer, you may use a word processor.  You may bring your own 
equipment or, at some exam sites, you may use equipment provided by the 
proctor.  You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other 
source on the computer or network during the exam.  A printed copy of the 
exam must be turned in before you leave the exam area.  Because failure to 
turn in the exam before leaving will result in failure of the exam, you are 
strongly urged to make sure that all the necessary equipment (computer, 
printer, font and printer software, etc.) is properly working and coordinated.  
Please use double spacing and 12 point font size.  Please number the pages, 
include your candidate number on each page of the exam, and staple the 
printed copy to the first few pages on the exam booklet. 

 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 
ONE HOUR                  OPEN BOOK                 REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
A member of the church you serve recently worshiped at another Presbyterian church 
when the Lord’s Supper was being celebrated.  The pastor of that congregation made the 
following invitation to the table: 
 

This is not a Presbyterian table, nor does it belong to our congregation; it is the 
  Lord’s Table.  Our Lord invites all those who trust in him and are baptized to 
  come and participate in this communion.  Any of you here who are not baptized 
  but wish to participate may think of this as an agape meal. 
 

The church member asks, “Is that what we Presbyterians mean by ‘open communion’?” 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Articulate a Reformed understanding of the relationship between Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper, citing by number (e.g., 0.000) at least one (1) passage from at least 
three (3) different documents from The Book of Confessions.  The answer should be 
based on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship and The Book of Confessions. 

 
2.  Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, write an article for the church 

newsletter on the purpose of the invitation to the Lord’s Table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Section I must be completed in one hour.  A clean, unmarked, printed copy 
of The Book of Confessions, 2002 must be used.  (The Westminster Shorter 
and Larger Catechisms will be considered one document for the purposes of this 
examination.)  When you complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of 
Confessions to the proctor, who will give you Sections II and III of the examination 
(pp. 5-7). 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 

REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
ONE HOUR                   CLOSED BOOK       REQUIRED 
 
 
A halfway house for recovering addicts has opened next door to the church you serve as 
pastor.  You and some of the members have been considering inviting the residents to 
attend worship.  At the evangelism committee, the following discussion occurs: 
 
Herman: Our children may be negatively influenced if these people attend our 

church. 
 
Freda:  The Gospel teaches us to welcome everybody.  How will we know what 

  kind of influence they might have if we don’t invite them? 
 
Dana:  But this is a good opportunity for us to do mission.  So, why don’t we hold 
   special worship services at the halfway house? 
 
David:  If we have a fellowship meal with them first, then we can all be 
   comfortable worshipping together. 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss how the Church’s worship is related to its ministry in the world, guided 

by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to the specific 

comments made by each person. 
 



FEBRUARY 2005 
WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS EXAMINATION 
 

PAGE 6 OF 7 
 
SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK       REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
 
You are a minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Your nephew Chris calls to ask 
you to officiate at his marriage to Michelle, with whom he has been living for two years. 
He explains that Michelle’s pastor didn’t want to do the wedding because they want to 
write their own service and be married on the beach where they got engaged.  He says, 
“This will be great!  You’ll get a vacation at the beach and you won’t have to worry 
about a thing.  We’ll give you a copy of the service at the rehearsal.” 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss a Reformed liturgical understanding of marriage, guided by your 

knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond pastorally to Chris and 

Michelle, explaining why you would or would not officiate at this marriage 
service, citing at least three (3) specific issues involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-OR- 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK       REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
 
You are the pastor of a church in a small, close-knit town.  During the past few months, a 
controversial issue about which members have very strong opinions has arisen within the 
community.  During a session meeting, the issue comes up and the following comments 
are made: 
 
Sally: I don’t think I will ever be able to speak to Sam again.  I can’t believe what he 

said at the town council meeting. 
 
Terry: My family is split right down the middle.  What can we as a church do to help 

people learn to get along in spite of our differences? 
 
Jesse: I think the church should stay out of politics.  This mess is for the town council to 

resolve.  We shouldn’t get involved. 
 
Wally: But we are involved.  Could we have some kind of service of reconciliation? 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Guided by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship, explain why you would 

or would not suggest planning a Service of Acceptance and Reconciliation 
in response to this situation. 

 
2. If you would plan such a service, list and discuss the elements that you think 

should be included.  If you would not suggest such a service, discuss how you 
would deal in some other manner with the concerns raised. 

 



AUGUST 2005 
 

EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
O
 

PEN AND CLOSED BOOK        MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states:  

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for 
Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping 
communities.”    G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of Word 
and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free language.  
Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination.  

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS  MAY BE USED 
AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION. 
NO OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 

If you prefer, you may use a word processor.  You may bring your own equipment 
or, at some exam sites, you may use equipment provided by the proctor.  You may 
not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source on the computer or 
network during the exam.  A printed copy of the exam must be turned in before 
you leave the exam area.  Because failure to turn in the exam before leaving will 
result in failure of the exam, you are strongly urged to make sure that all the 
necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer software, etc.) is 
properly working and coordinated.  Please use double spacing and 12 point font 
size.  Please number the pages, include your candidate number on each page of the 
exam, and staple the printed copy to the first few pages on the exam booklet. 

 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 
ONE HOUR                 OPEN BOOK                REQUIRED 
 

(BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
Hester, a long-time member of the congregation you serve as pastor, recently discovered that her 
baptism as an infant was in a faith tradition that does not recognize the divinity of Christ.  Since 
she was not baptized using the Trinitarian formula, she asks you to baptize her again but in 
private because of her embarrassment. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss the theological significance of using the Trinitarian formula within the sacrament 

of Baptism, incorporating at least one (1) citation (e.g. 0.000) from at least three (3) 
different documents in the Book of Confessions and informed by your knowledge of the 
Reformed tradition and the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to Hester as to why you would 

or would not honor her request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of the Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 
or later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and 
Larger Catechisms will be considered one document.  Turn in your copy of the Book of 
Confessions to the proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will 
then give you Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
ONE HOUR                    CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 
 
The sanctuary of the two-hundred-year-old church you serve as pastor has been struck by 
lightning and burned beyond restoration.  Despite the extreme damage to the structure, 
some of the furnishings and stained glass windows were salvaged.  At the initial meeting 
between the congregation and the architect, the following suggestions are offered: 
 
Agatha:  I think we should put the stained glass window depicting our founding 

pastor behind the pulpit in our new sanctuary so we can be constantly 
reminded of the man who founded the church. 

 
Theodore: Even though it is singed around the edges, we can frame the American 

flag that survived the fire.  Let’s hang it in the chancel so we can all see it 
during worship and never forget both God and country. 

 
Antoine: Since our pastor walks around while preaching, we don’t need a pulpit or 

lectern to clutter up the platform.  I think we ought to have the whole thing 
empty except for lots of flowers.  Put the baptismal bowl and the altar on 
the floor in the corner.  

 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Articulate a theological understanding of worship space, based on the 

Reformed tradition and informed by your knowledge of the Directory for 
Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to at least one (1) 

concern raised by each of the individuals. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
 
The session of the congregation you serve as pastor is discussing this year’s Christmas 
Eve worship service.  The following conversation occurs: 
 
Alicia:   Let’s include the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper this year.. 
 
Bernard: Why?  We should focus on the joyous birth of the baby Jesus, not his 

betrayal and death. 
 
Claude: I’m concerned that there won’t be enough elders present to distribute the 

elements the right since many of us will be out of town.  
 
Danielle: Besides, there are so many people at Christmas Eve worship.  Including 

the sacrament would take too long and the service is late enough as it is. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss a Reformed understanding of the inclusion of the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper in public worship on days other than the Lord’s Day, guided by your 
knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to at least two (2) of the 

concerns raised by the members of the session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- OR - 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
 
You are the pastor of a local Presbyterian church.  A couple with whom you are providing 
premarital counseling brings a bulletin from a wedding they recently attended.  The order of 
worship was as follows: 
 
  Processional 
  Call to Worship 
  Opening Prayer 
  Declaration of Intent 
  Vows 
  Exchanging of the Rings 
  Communion 
  Benediction 
  Recessional 
 
They explain that after the couple exchanged rings, they knelt while the pastor silently served 
them juice and bread.  Then they stood, the pastor pronounced the benediction and the 
recessional began.  The couple states their appreciation of the service, especially the sharing of 
communion as their first act as a couple, and asks if the same order of worship could be used in 
their wedding. 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Identify and briefly discuss three (3) liturgical issues concerning the 

administration of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as a part of a service of  
Christian marriage. 

 
2.  Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, outline an order of worship for a 
  Service of Christian marriage that includes the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 



JANUARY 2006 
 

EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
O
 

PEN AND CLOSED BOOK          MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states: 

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding 
of the meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the 
Directory for Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of  
worshiping communities.”    G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions. 

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments. 

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards. 

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free 
language.  Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is 
appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination. 

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 



JANUARY 2006 
WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS EXAMINATION 
 

Page 2 of 7 
 

A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS  MAY 
BE USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION.  
NO OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 

 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. 
You may make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  

 
If you prefer, you may use a word processor.  You may bring your own 
equipment or, at some exam sites, you may use equipment provided by the 
proctor.  You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source 
on the computer or network during the exam.  A printed copy of the exam 
must be turned in before you leave the exam area.  Because failure to turn in 
the exam before leaving will result in failure of the exam, you are strongly 
urged to make sure that all the necessary equipment (computer, printer, font 
and printer software, etc.) is properly working and coordinated.  Please use 
double spacing and 12 point font size.  Please number the pages, include your 
candidate number on each page of the exam, and staple the printed copy to the 
first few pages on the exam booklet. 

 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be 
understood by readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded 
accordingly.  Papers written in pencil will be returned ungraded. 

 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all 
three questions with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of 
the examination’s overall merit.  You must complete all three sections of the 
examination.  Even if two sections merit a superior score and one section is 
omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory.  The examination must 
receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 
ONE HOUR                 OPEN BOOK                 REQUIRED 
 

(BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
A member of a Protestant church has relocated to your area and has begun worshiping on a 
regular basis in the congregation you serve as pastor.  You notice that he always leaves before 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  One day you ask him why.  He responds, “Oh, I just don’t 
feel worthy.” 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss the relationship between the Lord’s Supper and grace, citing at least one 

(1) reference (e.g. 0.000) from at least three (3) different documents in the Book 
of Confessions, informed by your knowledge of the Reformed tradition and the 
Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to his comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of the Book of Confessions, copyright 
2002 or later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster 
Shorter and Larger Catechisms will be considered one document.  Turn in your copy 
of the Book of Confessions to the proctor by the end of the first hour of the 
examination.  The proctor will then give you Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the 
examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
ONE HOUR                    CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 
 
A young couple in the church you serve as pastor has met with you to plan a funeral 
service for their child who was stillborn several days before.  They ask you to baptize 
their baby at the funeral service by saying the words of baptism as you sprinkle the casket 
with water from the baptismal font. 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Articulate a Reformed understanding of the purpose and practice of  

Baptism, informed by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Guided by your discussion in Required Response 1, explain how you will 

minister to the young couple. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR         CLOSED BOOK       REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
 
At a session meeting you are moderating, the following discussion occurs: 
 
Allen: I just got back from vacation where we attended worship in the local Presbyterian 

church for several weeks.  They never included prayers of confession in their 
worship, and I really missed it. 

 
Maria: Confessing my sins always makes me feel better and worship is supposed to make 

us feel good. 
 
Kate: Well, I don’t mind confessing my personal sins in silence, but it feels insincere 

when using the corporate prayers of confession printed in the bulletin 
 
Lin: Confession seems so negative, and isn’t worship supposed to be about praising 

God? 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss a liturgical rationale for including prayers of confession in services of 

worship.  Specify where in the order of worship such prayers might belong.  Base 
your answer on your knowledge of the Reformed tradition and the Directory for 
Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your discussion in Required Response 1, identify and briefly discuss at 

least three (3) issues raised by the session members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- OR - 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR         CLOSED BOOK       REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
You have been mentoring a candidate for the ministry of Word and Sacrament within the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  She has asked for your help in planning her ordination 
and installation service and presents the following ideas to you: 
 

• I would like to shorten the service by moving directly from the scripture reading 
to the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and I will do the words of institution 
myself. 

 
• When it comes time for the laying on of hands, I want my whole family to kneel 

with me. 
 

• I would like to skip the charges to the pastor and congregation, but you can 
pronounce the benediction. 

 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss the elements of a service of ordination and installation, paying particular 

attention to requirements and options, based on your knowledge of the Directory 
for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to the desires of the 

candidate. 
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EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
O
 

PEN AND CLOSED BOOK        MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states:  

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for 
Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping 
communities.”    G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free 
language.  Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is 
appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination.  

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS 
MAY BE USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION. 
NO OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 

If you prefer, you may use a word processor.  You may bring your 
own equipment or, at some exam sites, you may use equipment 
provided by the proctor.  You may not consult or copy from personal 
notes or any other source on the computer or network during the 
exam.  A printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave 
the exam area.  Because failure to turn in the exam before leaving will 
result in failure of the exam, you are strongly urged to make sure that 
all the necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer 
software, etc.) is properly working and coordinated.  Please use 
double spacing and 12 point font size.  Please number the pages, 
include your candidate number on each page of the exam, and staple 
the printed copy to the first few pages on the exam booklet. 

 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 
ONE HOUR                 OPEN BOOK                REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
You have been asked to serve as the stated supply pastor at a neighboring congregation. 
At your initial meeting with the session the following observations are made: 
 
  Eric:  Our previous pastor didn’t preach sermons in our Sunday morning 
     services.  He said it was too impersonal.  That is why we don’t 

have sermons in our worship services. 
 
  Sally:  We’ve gotten used to not having a sermon and like having 
     informal Bible study. 
 
  Clark:  Instead of it all coming from the preacher, we get to say something, too. 
 
  Kang:  After all, sermons are human words, not God’s Word. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss a Reformed understanding of proclamation of the word, citing by number (e.g., 

0.000) at least one (1) citation from each of the three (3) different documents from The 
Book of Confessions.  The answer should be based on your knowledge of the Directory 
for Worship as well as The Book of Confessions. 

 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to at least three (3) of the 

comments of the session members. 
 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 
or later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and 
Larger Catechisms will be considered one document.  Turn in your copy of The Book of 
Confessions to the proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will 
then give you Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
ONE HOUR                    CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 
 
A woman who is a member of the congregation you serve as pastor is very involved with 
a nondenominational Christian organization.  The organization requires their leaders to be 
baptized by immersion.  She asks that you baptize her again by immersion, so that she 
may accept such a leadership position within that organization. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Identify and briefly discuss at least three (3) issues in this situation concerning a 

Reformed understanding of baptism, based on your knowledge of the Directory 
for Worship. 

 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to the woman. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
At a session meeting of the church you serve as pastor, someone makes a motion to 
delete the affirmation of faith currently being used in the worship service.  The following 
observations are made during the discussion: 
 
Olivia:   We obviously believe all the stuff in the confessions.  It seems 

unnecessary to read an affirmation of faith aloud during worship. 
 
Belinda: How will children learn what we believe if we don’t tell them? 
 
Raynor: Well, I wish we would stick to the Apostles’ Creed because I know it by 

heart.  We shouldn’t use any other statements. 
 
Natalia: Let’s make up our congregation’s own confessional statement. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Articulate a liturgical rationale for including an affirmation of faith in services of 

worship, based on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to at least one (1) 

issue raised by each of the session members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- OR - 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
You are leading a confirmation class session on worship.  The following conversation occurs: 
 
  Ho-ling:  My favorite part of the service is communion.  I wish we could do 
      it more often. 
 
  Sam:   I don’t; it makes the service too long. 
 
  Lee:   Pastor, I don’t understand why you go through that long prayer and 
      break the bread and pour the juice. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Outline and discuss the order for the celebration of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 

based on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to each of the members of the 

class. 
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EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
O
 

PEN AND CLOSED BOOK        MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states:  

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for 
Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping 
communities.”    G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free 
language.  Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is 
appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination.  

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS 
MAY BE USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION. 
NO OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 

If you prefer, you may use a word processor.  You may bring your 
own equipment or, at some exam sites, you may use equipment 
provided by the proctor.  You may not consult or copy from personal 
notes or any other source on the computer or network during the 
exam.  A printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave 
the exam area.  Because failure to turn in the exam before leaving will 
result in failure of the exam, you are strongly urged to make sure that 
all the necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer 
software, etc.) is properly working and coordinated.  Please use 
double spacing and 12 point font size.  Please number the pages, 
include your candidate number on each page of the exam, and staple 
the printed copy to the first few pages on the exam booklet. 

 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 
ONE HOUR                 OPEN BOOK                REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
The evangelism committee of the congregation you serve as pastor is meeting with the worship 
committee to discuss adapting the mid-week worship service to attract the unchurched.  During 
the meeting, the following suggestions are offered: 
 

Susie: We should make sure we have the sacraments only in Sunday services when 
mostly members attend.  Our rituals don’t make much sense to outsiders. 

 
Fred: We need to cut out everything but the music and maybe a few prayers because 

those are the easiest things for visitors to relate to. 
 

Juan: Do we need an offering at this service?  Talking about money makes some 
people uncomfortable. 

 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Write an essay explaining a theological basis for the components necessary for worship 

according to the Reformed tradition and based on your knowledge of the Directory for 
Worship.  Include at least one (1) citation from each of three (3) different documents in  
The Book of Confessions. 

 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, provide an outline for a new order of 

worship for the mid-week service. 
 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 
or later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and 
Larger Catechisms will be considered one document.  Turn in your copy of The Book of 
Confessions to the proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will 
then give you Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
ONE HOUR                    CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 
 
At a session meeting at the church where you serve as pastor, a request is made to teach the 
meaning of 1 Corinthians 11:17-22 by hosting a “Hunger Meal” one Wednesday night during 
Lent: 
 

Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 
together it is not for the better but for the worse.  For, to begin with, when you come 
together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; and to some extent I 
believe it.  Indeed, there have to be factions among you, for only so will it become 
clear who among you are genuine.  When you come together, it is not really to eat the 
Lord’s supper.  For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your 
own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes drunk.  What!  Do you not 
have homes to eat and drink in?  Or do you show contempt for the church of God and 
humiliate those who have nothing?  What should I say to you?  Should I commend 
you?  In this matter I do not commend you!  [1 Corinthians 11:17-22 – NRSV] 

 
Half of the congregation would be served a small bowl of rice and beans.  The other half of 
the congregation would enjoy a multi-course meal.  They plan to include the meal with the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Articulate a Reformed understanding of the meaning of the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper, guided by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, describe why you would or would not 

support celebrating the Lord’s Supper in conjunction with this “Hunger Meal.” 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 

Bob, the son of active members of the congregation you serve as pastor, sends 
an email and asks you to preside at his wedding.  He wants to be married in his 
parents’ church.  He wants you to plan the service, since he and his fiancée are 
currently out of the country and will not return until right before the wedding. 

 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss a Reformed understanding of the service of Christian marriage, guided 

by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Informed by your answer to Required Response 1, respond to Bob and explain 

your response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- OR - 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
ONE HOUR        CLOSED BOOK      REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
As the new pastor of a church, you are visiting members of the congregation who have 
not attended for quite some time.  In the course of one visit, the following comment is 
made: 
 

The church is important to us, and we give our money to support it, but 
most weekends we go to our lake house and it is just too far for us to drive 
back to worship.  Besides, the congregation is so large that we are not 
missed.  I hope you understand that you won’t see us very often except for 
special things like weddings and funerals.  And of course we will be there 
for Christmas and Easter. 

 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss the importance of the Christian’s regular participation in public worship, 

guided by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to the couple with 

appropriate pastoral sensitivity. 
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EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
O
 

PEN AND CLOSED BOOK        MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states:  

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for 
Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping 
communities.”    G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free 
language.  Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is 
appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination.  

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS 
MAY BE USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION. 
NO OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 
You may use a computer.  You may bring your own equipment or, at some exam sites, you 
may use equipment provided by the proctor.  If you use one of these means: 

• You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source on the 
computer or network during the exam. 

• Since a printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave the exam and 
failure to do so will result in failure, you are strongly urged to make sure that all the 
necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer software, etc.) is properly 
working and coordinated. 

• Number the pages. 
• Include your candidate number on each page of the exam. 
• Print responses using double spacing and 12-point font size. 
• When finished, staple the printed copy to the first few pages of the exam book. 

 
 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 

ONE HOUR  OPEN BOOK REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
During an officers’ training class you quote W-2.2001: 
 
 The church confesses the Scriptures to be the Word of God written, witnessing to God’s self-

revelation.  Where that Word is read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the Living Word is present 
by the inward witness of the Holy Spirit.  For this reason, the reading, hearing, preaching, 
and confession of the Word are central to Christian worship.  The session shall ensure that in 
public worship the Scripture is read and proclaimed regularly in the common language of the 
particular church. 

 
The following comments are raised: 
 

Gail: I know the Bible has always been an important part of worship, but I have 
trouble relating Scripture to my everyday life. 

 
Isaiah: I don’t have any trouble relating the Bible to my life when I read it at home, but I 

use a paraphrase.  Why can’t we use a paraphrase in worship? 
 
Sally: I always wondered how you decide which passage to read and preach from each 

week.  That’s really when we hear the Word of God. 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Discuss a Reformed understanding of the centrality of the Word of God in worship, 

citing by number (e.g., 0.000) at least one (1) citation from at least three (3) different 
documents from The Book of Confessions.  The answer should be based on your 
knowledge of the Directory for Worship as well as The Book of Confessions. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, identify and discuss at least three (3) 

issues raised in the comments above. 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 or later, 
for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and Larger 
Catechisms will be considered one document.  Turn in your copy of The Book of Confessions to the 
proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will then give you Sections II 
and III (pp. 5-7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 
 
You are discussing baptism at a class for prospective new members.  A member of the class asks 
what it means to provide Christian nurture to those who are baptized. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1) Write an essay on the relationship between baptism and Christian nurture.  You’re your 
answer on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2) Guided by your answer in Required Response 1: 
 

a. Identify and discuss at least three (3) ways the church provides Christian 
Nurture throughout a person’s life, and 

 
b. Suggest how this new member might benefit from and contribute to the 

church’s ministry of nurture. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
Luisa, a member of the church you serve as pastor, comments on the worship services 
she attended while spending the winter at her daughter’s home.  She said, “One thing I 
noticed was that the congregation seldom prayed the Lord’s Prayer.  I thought it was 
supposed to be included in every Presbyterian worship service.” 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1) Write an essay on the significance of prayer in Reformed worship, guided by 
your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2) Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to Luisa by identifying 

and briefly discussing when the Lord’s Prayer might be prayed in the Service for 
the Lord’s Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- OR - 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
You are the new pastor of a church.  During your first meeting with the Worship 
Committee the following conversation occurs: 
 

Chang Li: We are so glad you are here.  We have been waiting for you to change our 
communion service. 

 
Carlos: I hope we don’t start doing communion by intinction.  I’d much rather have 

the elements delivered to me in the pew. 
 
Lucille: I don’t care how it’s done just as long as it’s not more than four times a 

year. 
 
William: Does that include Christmas Eve and Maundy Thursday? 

 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Articulate a Reformed understanding and practice of the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, guided by your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to each member of the 

Worship Committee. 
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EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
O
 

PEN AND CLOSED BOOK        MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
The Book of Order states:  

“Worship and Sacraments.  This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for 
Worship and The Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping 
communities.”    G-14.0310d(4) 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free 
language.  Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is 
appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination.  

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS MAY BE 
USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION.  NO 
OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 
You may use a computer.  You may bring your own equipment or, at some exam sites, you 
may use equipment provided by the proctor.  If you use one of these means: 

• You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source on the 
computer or a network during the exam. 

• Since a printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave the exam and 
failure to do so will result in failure, you are strongly urged to make sure that all the 
necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer software, etc.) is properly 
working and coordinated. 

• Number the pages. 
• Include your candidate number on each page of the exam. 
• Print responses using double spacing and 12-point font size. 
• When finished, staple the printed copy to the first few pages of the exam book. 

 
 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 
 

ONE HOUR  OPEN BOOK REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
The moderator of the Youth Ministry Committee of the church you serve as pastor sends 
you an e-mail.  In the e-mail she informs you that the committee intends to ask the 
session for permission to serve potato chips and soda for communion at the next youth 
retreat.  She is requesting your guidance and support. 
 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1) Write an essay on the Reformed understanding of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, paying particular attention to the elements used and citing by number 
(e.g., 0.000) at least one (1) citation from each of three (3) different documents 
from The Book of Confessions.  Your essay should also be informed by your 
knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2) Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, reply to the e-mail from the 

moderator of the Youth Ministry Committee explaining why you will or will not 
support the committee’s request. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 or 
later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and Larger 
Catechisms will be considered one document.  Turn in your copy of The Book of Confessions to 
the proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will then give you 
Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 
 
The church you serve as pastor is considering conducting a service for wholeness once a 
month.  The service would include enacted prayer in the form of the laying on of hands 
and anointing with oil.  The following conversation takes place among some of the 
members: 
 
  Kate:  I am not sure that I feel comfortable with this.  Do I have to come? 
 
  Fred:  I like the idea of the service, but I wouldn’t want anyone to put oil on 
     me or lay hands on me.  That seems too much like faith healing. 
 
  Ricardo: But this service is simply an expression of our faith in God’s ability 
     to heal. 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Write an essay on the Reformed understanding of enacted prayer as it relates to 
services for wholeness.  Base your answer on your knowledge of the Directory for 
Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to at least one (1) 

comment from each of the members. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
The Directory for Worship says, 
 

The order offered here is a logical progression, is rooted in the Old and New 
Testaments, and reflects the tradition of the universal Church and our Reformed 
heritage…  The order that follows is presented in terms of five major actions 
centered in the Word of God: 

1) gathering around the Word; 
2) proclaiming the Word; 
3) responding to the Word; 
4) the sealing of the Word; 
5) bearing and following the Word into the world.”  (W-3.3202) 

 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Briefly discuss the importance of each of these actions for Reformed 
worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, outline a Service for the 

Lord’s Day, including at least one (1) liturgical element for each action. 
 
 

- OR -
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
Samantha, a member of the church you serve as pastor, says, “I need advice about how 
to be more disciplined in my personal worship.  What are some of the ways I can 
develop a devotional life that would be meaningful to me and acceptable to God?” 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Write an essay on personal worship as it relates to life in the community of faith.  
Base your answer on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, briefly discuss with Samantha at 

least three (3) spiritual practices that she might incorporate into her devotional life. 
 



AUGUST 2008 
 

EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
OPEN AND CLOSED BOOK     MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 

This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the meaning and purpose of 
corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for Worship and The 
Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping communities. 

 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and 
practices of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of 
the Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and 
practices related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for 
ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in 
concrete contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships 
between the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the 
world and its worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the 
Word and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free 
language.  Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is 
appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then 
will give you Sections II and III of the examination. 

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological 
Reflection on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There 
are two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS MAY BE 
USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION.  NO 
OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You may 
make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 
 
You may use a computer.  You may bring your own equipment or, at some exam sites, you 
may use equipment provided by the proctor.  If you use one of these means: 
 

• You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source on the 
computer or a network during the exam. 

• Since a printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave the exam and 
failure to do so will result in failure, you are strongly urged to make sure that all the 
necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer software, etc.) is properly 
working and coordinated. 

• Number the pages. 
• Include your candidate number on each page of the exam. 
• Print responses using double spacing and 12-point font size. 
• When finished, staple the printed copy to the first few pages of the exam book. 

 
 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be 
considered satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 

ONE HOUR  OPEN BOOK REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
 
The Directory for Worship says: 
 

Christian worship joyfully ascribes all praise and honor, glory and power to the 
triune God.  In worship the people of God acknowledge God present in the world 
and in their lives.  As they respond to God’s claim and redemptive action in Jesus 
Christ, believers are transformed and renewed.  In worship the faithful offer 
themselves to God and are equipped for God’s service in the world.    (W-1.1001) 

 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Write an essay on the relationship between worship and service in the Reformed 

tradition, citing by number (e.g., 0.000) at least one (1) passage from at least three 
(3) different documents in The Book of Confessions.  The essay should be based on 
your knowledge of the Directory for Worship as well as The Book of Confessions. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, write a newsletter article to 

encourage members of a particular congregation to engage in worship and in 
service as part of their Christian faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 
2002 or later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster 
Shorter and Larger Catechisms will be considered one document.   Turn in your copy 
of The Book of Confessions to the proctor by the end of the first hour of the 
examination.  The proctor will then give you Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the 
examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK   REQUIRED 
 
As pastor, you are leading a class for new officers.  You read this passage concerning the 
L
 

ord’s Supper from the Directory for Worship. 

 The one presiding is to lead the people in the prayer, 
(a) thanking God for creation and providence, for covenant history, and 
 for seasonal blessings, with an acclamation of praise; 
(b) remembering God’s acts of salvation in Jesus Christ: his birth, life, 

death, resurrection, and promise of coming, and institution of the 
Supper (if not otherwise spoken), together with an acclamation of faith; 

(c) calling upon the Holy Spirit to draw the people into the presence of 
the risen Christ so that they 

(1) may be fed, 
(2) may be joined in the communion of saints to all God’s people 
  and to the risen Christ, and 
(3) may be sent to serve as faithful disciples; followed by an 
  ascription of praise to the triune God, and 

(d) the Lord’s Prayer.   
 (W-3.3613) 

Several members respond: 
 
Paul: Why do we pray at the Table?  Why don’t we skip the prayer and get on 
 with distributing the bread and the cup? 
 
Susan: Our former minister prayed at the Table, but it was mainly about Jesus.  I 
 
 

don’t remember any mention of the Holy Spirit. 

Young-Tak: That’s a lot to listen to.  Why does every part of the prayer need to be 
 included every time? 
 
Lupe: I don’t understand why the prayer includes thanksgiving for covenant 
 history when Jesus talks about a “new” covenant. 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Write an essay discussing a Reformed understanding of the function of prayer in celebrating 

the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper based on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, identify and discuss at least one (1) issue 

raised by each of the four (4) members of the class. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
A. 
 
Pat, a long time elder of the church you serve as pastor, recently attended a conference 
that was very meaningful to her.  At the conference she privately rededicated her life to 
Christ.  She wants to publicly recommit herself and asks you to baptize her as an example 
to others. 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Articulate a Reformed understanding of the significance of renewing one’s 

baptismal identity and vows.  Base your response on your knowledge of the 
Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, explore with Pat ways in which 

her recommitment might take public form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- OR -
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK    REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
B. 
 
In the church you serve as pastor, you meet with a family to plan a wedding.  The mother 
of the bride sees the church sanctuary for the first time and says, “This is a beautiful place 
for a wedding, but I do have a request.  My daughter tells me that the colors on the stage 
change from time to time, and I would like to have purple up that week so it will match 
the flowers that will hide the cross.” 
 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1. Articulate a Reformed understanding of the marriage service, giving particular 

attention to the space for the service and the appointments and decorations.  Your 
answer should demonstrate your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, identify and discuss at least two (2) 

issues raised by the mother of the bride, and respond to her, demonstrating 
appropriate pastoral sensitivity. 

 



JANUARY 2009 
 

EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 
OPEN AND CLOSED BOOK          MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 

This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the meaning and purpose of 
corporate worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for Worship and The 
Book of Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping communities. 

 
 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 
 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and practices 
of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of the 
Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and practices 
related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in concrete 
contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships between 
the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the world and its 
worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the Word 
and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free language.  
Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor who then will 
give you Sections II and III of the examination. 

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological Reflection 
on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There are 
two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., I.1. or III.A.1.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS MAY BE 
USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION.  NO 
OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
Submit all answers in your own handwriting in ink; or type the answers if you prefer. You 
may make corrections, deletions or additions without rewriting or erasing.  
 
You may use a computer.  You may bring your own equipment or, at some exam sites, 
you may use equipment provided by the proctor.  If you use one of these means: 
 

• You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source on the 
computer or a network during the exam. 

• Since a printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave the exam 
and failure to do so will result in failure, you are strongly urged to make sure 
that all the necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer software, 
etc.) is properly working and coordinated. 

• Number the pages. 
• Include your candidate number on each page of the exam. 
• Print responses using double spacing and 12-point font size. 
• When finished, staple the printed copy to the first few pages of the exam book. 

 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
 
 



JANUARY 2009 
WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS EXAMINATION 
 
 

PAGE 3 OF 7 
 
 
SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 

ONE HOUR  OPEN BOOK REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
 
 
A member of the congregation you serve as pastor has been unemployed for a prolonged length 
of time.  One day he arrives at your office looking both excited and anxious.  He says, “I have  
been offered a great job working for a big non-denominational church across town.  They want 
me for the job, but there’s a catch.  They will not hire anyone who has not been baptized by 
immersion.  I was baptized as a baby, but not by immersion.  That makes me feel like something 
was missing from my baptism.” 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Discuss a Reformed understanding of the Sacrament of Baptism, including the form and 
frequency of the Sacrament.  In your discussion, incorporate at least one (1) citation (e.g., 
0.000) from each of three (3) different documents from The Book of Confessions.  The 
answer should be based on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship as well as The 
Book of Confessions. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, identify and discuss at least two (2) 

issues raised by the member. 
 
 
 
 
 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 or 
later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and Larger 
Catechisms will be considered one document.   Turn in your copy of The Book of Confessions to 
the proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will then give you 
Sections II and III (pp. 5-7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
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SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON 
 REFORMED WORSHIP 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK   REQUIRED 
 
 
 
 
An adult class in your congregation is engaged in a study of the Christian understanding of death.  
One of the classes is “Planning for the Christian Funeral.”  During a question and answer time the 
following comments are made: 
 
Eunjin: When my brother’s wife died, the funeral took place in the church sanctuary.  Now 

my brother doesn’t attend worship here any more because the sanctuary is a place 
of painful memories. 

 
Carlos: How am I supposed to worship with a corpse in full view while everyone talks 

about how life-like the body looks? 
 
Ben: I just take so much comfort in the pastor’s eulogy, telling me what a saint the 

person was. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Articulate a Reformed understanding of the meaning, purpose, and ordering of Services 
on the Occasion of Death, demonstrating your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to at least one (1) issue raised 

by each of the three (3) class participants. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK  REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE: A or B) 
 
 
 
A. 
 
Returning from your vacation, you discover that your email inbox is full.  It seems that the  
visiting pastor showed a DVD segment from The Greatest Story Ever Told during the offering. 
The emails included these comments: 
 
Jessica: The video was so inspirational.  We should use videos more often, especially 

during stewardship season. 
 
Helen: I’ve never seen a video used in worship before.  Showing it during the offering 

spoiled my time for reflecting on the sermon. 
 
Rafael: I thought it worked out great.  Our choir got a break.  I know they must get tired of 

having to sing every Sunday. 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Identify and briefly discuss three (3) issues concerning the meaning of offering that are 
raised by the members’ discussion.  Your answer should be informed by your knowledge 
of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to each of the three (3) 

members. 
 
 
 

- OR -
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR  CLOSED BOOK    REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE A or B) 
 
 
 
 
B. 
 
Entering the church you serve as pastor one Sunday morning, you discover that the sanctuary has 
been decorated for the Vacation Bible School that will begin the next morning.  You encounter 
three members discussing the decorations: 
 
Elma: Look at all those decorations!  You can’t see the chancel area at all. 
 
Keisha: Well, we got permission from the Worship and Music Committee to set up the 
 decorations prior to worship.  Besides, we couldn’t wait until after worship and 
 
 

still have gotten it all done. 

Roberto: Kids really respond to bright colors, streamers, and balloons.  This is a great way 
 to help generate some excitement and keep them entertained. 
 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 

1. Articulate a Reformed understanding of worship space, guided by your knowledge of the 
Directory for Worship. 

 
2. Based on your answer in Required Response 1, respond to Elma, Keisha, and Roberto, 

addressing at least one (1) issue raised by each. 
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EXAMINATION IN WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
 

OPEN AND CLOSED BOOK      MAXIMUM TIME: 3 HOURS 
 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This examination shall assess the candidate’s understanding of the meaning and purpose of corporate 
worship and the Sacraments, familiarity with the Directory for Worship and The Book of 
Confessions, and their application to the life of worshiping communities. 
 
 
Questions on this examination deal with both WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS.  You will be 
expected to demonstrate the following: 
 

• An ability to illustrate the connection between the contemporary understandings and practices 
of worship set forth in the Directory for Worship and the theological heritage of the 
Reformed tradition as it is expressed in The Book of Confessions.  

• An ability to articulate a Reformed theological framework for addressing issues and practices 
related to worship and sacraments that arise from contemporary contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to discern theological components in liturgical situations that may arise in 
ministry. 

• An ability to discuss provisions of the Directory for Worship and to apply them in concrete 
contexts for ministry. 

• An ability to reflect theologically and pastorally on the many different relationships between 
the ways the church understands and carries out its ministry and mission in the world and its 
worship and celebration of the sacraments.  

• An ability to respond to individuals or groups in given situations with sensitivity to their 
needs, while also expressing the spirit of the constitutional standards.  

 
In writing your answers, bear in mind that presbyteries elect elders as well as ministers of the Word 
and Sacrament to serve as readers.  Examinations should be written in jargon-free language.  
Technical language should be used only where the task requires it or where it is appropriate. 
 
The examination is divided into three sections: 
 

Section I is a required one-hour question about Reformed Liturgical Heritage.  When you 
complete Section I, give your copy of The Book of Confessions to the proctor, who then will 
give you Sections II and III of the examination. 

 
Section II is a required one-hour question calling for a Constructive Theological Reflection 
on Reformed Worship.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Section III is a required one-hour question dealing with Application for Ministry.  There are 
two options.  Select only one option.  No books or resources shall be used. 

 
Identify every answer by the letter and number assigned to it (e.g., 1.1. or III.A.I.). 
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A CLEAN, UNMARKED, PRINTED COPY OF THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS MAY BE 
USED AS A RESOURCE ONLY DURING SECTION I OF THE EXAMINATION.  NO 
OTHER BOOKS ARE ALLOWED. 
 
You are strongly urged to use a computer.  You may bring your own equipment or, at some exam 
sites, you may use equipment provided by the proctor.  If you use one of these means: 
 

• You may not consult or copy from personal notes or any other source on the computer or 
a network during the exam. 

• Since a printed copy of the exam must be turned in before you leave the exam site 
and failure to do so will result in failure of the exam, you are strongly urged to make sure 
that all the necessary equipment (computer, printer, font and printer software, 
etc.) is properly working and coordinated. 

• Number the pages. 
• Include your candidate number on each page of the exam. 
• Print responses using double spacing and 12-point font size. 
• When finished, staple the printed copy to the first few pages of the exam book. 

 
 
Be advised that illegible papers will be returned ungraded.  Papers that cannot be understood by 
readers because of poor syntax and/or grammar will be graded accordingly.  Papers written in 
pencil will be returned ungraded.  
 
The final grade for this examination will be the average of grades received on all three questions 
with rounding up or down determined by the readers on the basis of the examination’s overall 
merit.  You must complete all three sections of the examination. Even if two sections merit a 
superior score and one section is omitted, the examination will be considered unsatisfactory. The 
examination must receive a grade of three or higher on at least TWO questions to be considered 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION I:  REFORMED LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
 

ONE HOUR    OPEN BOOK   REQUIRED 
 

(THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS ONLY) 
 
 
The Directory of Worship says: 
 

Both believers and their children are included in God’s covenant love.  Children of 
believers are to be baptized without undue delay, but without undue haste.  Baptism, 
whether administered to those who profess their faith or to those presented for Baptism as 
children, is one and the same Sacrament.  (W-2.3008a) 
 
When a child is being presented for Baptism, ordinarily the parent(s) or one(s) rightly 
exercising parental responsibility shall be an active member of the congregation.  Those 
presenting children for Baptism shall promise to provide nurture and guidance within the 
community of faith until the child is ready to make a personal profession of faith and 
assume the responsibility of active church membership.  The session may also consider a 
request for the baptism of a child from a Christian parent who is an active member of 
another congregation.  If the session approves such a request, it shall consult with the 
governing body of the other congregation and shall notify them when the Sacrament has 
been administered. (W-2.3014) 

 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Write an essay on a Reformed understanding of baptism, paying particular attention to 

the baptism of infants and children, citing by number (e.g., 0.000) at least one (1) passage 
from at least three (3) different documents in The Book of Confessions.  Your answer 
should be based on your knowledge of the Directory for Worship as well as The Book of 
Confessions. 

 
2.  Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, write a statement for the session that 

reflects your understanding of the relationship between the faith and practice of parents, 
and their request to have their children baptized. 

 
You must use a clean, unmarked, printed copy of The Book of Confessions, copyright 2002 
or later, for Section I.  For the purpose of this examination, the Westminster Shorter and 
Larger Catechisms will be considered one document.   Turn in your copy of The Book of 
Confessions to the proctor by the end of the first hour of the examination.  The proctor will 
then give you Sections II and III (pp. 5–7) of the examination. 
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THIS PAGE HAS BEEN 
INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 

 
 

UPON COMPLETING SECTION I, 
 

TURN IN YOUR COPY OF 
 

THE BOOK OF CONFESSIONS. 
 
 

THE PROCTOR WILL GIVE YOU SECTIONS II AND III. 
 



AUGUST 2009 
WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS EXAMINATION 
 
 

PAGE 5 OF 7 
 
 
SECTION II: CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 
 ON REFORMED WORSHIP 
 

ONE HOUR    CLOSED BOOK    REQUIRED 
 
 
You are the pastor of a local church.  After worship one Sunday a visit comments, “I’m confused.  It 
seems as though a lot of different people helped lead worship this morning, but in my culture only 
ministers can do that.”  Before you can respond, several members chime in: 
 
 Reese:  Presbyterians believe in “the priesthood of all believers.”  That means a 
    layperson can preach or give a blessing or do anything else a pastor can 
    do. 
 
 Yvonne: I know that’s true, but no one’s prayers get to God’s ears like the pastor’s 

prayers.  When I am sick or in trouble, I want the pastor, not some elder, to 
pray with me. 

 
Ernesto: I understand, because I want a minister presiding at the table.  It bothers me 

that elders can officiate at the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Articulate a Reformed understanding of the complementary roles that members, ordained 

officers, and ministers of the Word and Sacrament play in leading worship.  Your answer 
should demonstrate your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 

 
2.  Informed by your answer in Required Response 1, identify and briefly discuss at least 

one (1) issue related to shared leadership in worship raised by each of the three (3) 
members. 
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SECTION III: APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR    CLOSED BOOK    REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE: A OR B) 
 
 
A. 
 
The session is reviewing the church’s order of worship and asks for guidance in identifying and 
understanding the basic elements of Christian worship.  You tell them the Directory for Worship 
lists six (6) “Elements of Christian Worship”: 
 

• Prayer 
• Scripture Read and Proclaimed 
• Baptism 
• Lord’s Supper 
• Self-Offering 
• Relating to Each Other and the World 

 
Allen, a member of the session, says, “I understand the first four elements, but what does the 
Directory for Worship mean by ‘Self-Offering’ and ‘Relating to Each Other and the World’ 
when it applies to our Sunday morning worship?” 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Briefly discuss each of the six (6) “Elements of Christian Worship.”  Your answer should 

demonstrate your knowledge of the Directory for Worship. 
 
2.  Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to Allen, addressing at least 
  three (3) ways “Self-Offering” can be demonstrated in worship, AND at least three (3) 
  ways “Relating to Each Other and the World” can be demonstrated in worship. 

 
 
 

OR



AUGUST 2009 
WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS EXAMINATION 
 
 

PAGE 7 OF 7 
 
 
SECTION III:  APPLICATION TO MINISTRY 
 
 

ONE HOUR    CLOSED BOOK    REQUIRED 
 
 

(CHOOSE A OR B) 
 
 
B. 
 
Burgess, a member of the church you serve as pastor, is a police officer.  Because of his shift 
schedule, he is seldom able to attend Sunday worship.  He comes to your office one afternoon 
with the following request: 
 
 “Pastor, as you know, my work schedule prevents me from attending Sunday morning 
 worship.  I do read the Bible and listen to a CD of the services.  I pray for the church and 
 its mission as well as for my family and friends.  I set aside money for the offering, which 
 I send to the church.  What I really miss is participating in the Lord’s Supper.  Could you 
 set aside some of the bread and juice on those Sundays when the congregation celebrates 
 the sacrament?  Then I could pick up the elements on Monday and take communion at 

home.” 
 
 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
 
1.  Articulate a Reformed understanding of the meaning and purpose of participation in the 

Lord’s Supper.  Your answer should demonstrate your knowledge of the Directory for 
Worship. 

 
2.  Guided by your answer in Required Response 1, respond to Burgess, demonstrating 

appropriate pastoral sensitivity. 
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