
Why Use a Direct Quote? 
 
When you use the exact words of someone else in your papers, you need to include them 
into your essays in such a way that the text flows smoothly. When you don't, the quotes 
seem to be "just thrown in" and the text seems choppy and interrupted. 
 
Remember to use the words of others sparingly because this is your paper with your own 
point of view and not just a synopsis of what others have said. 
 
Ask yourself these questions if you are considering using a direct quotation: 
 
� Are the author's words so impressive or so unique that I couldn't express those 

ideas as well with my own words 
 
� Is the author's language so succinct that it would take me twice as many words to 

explain the same thought? 
 
� Is the terminology so precise that I could not explain the meaning? 

 
 
If you answer yes to any of these questions, then include the quotation into your text. 
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