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Course description 
Sexuality is central to our identity and a pervasive dimension of any human interaction.  The influence 
of sexuality on the practice of ministry is equally significant though complicated by the church’s 
ambivalence about or distrust of it as God’s good gift.  In this course we will consider representative 
views on sexuality and develop theological perspectives concerning it.  Special attention will be given 
to integrating these theological perspectives with skills for pastoral practice in pastoral counseling and 
congregational settings. 
 
Objectives for student learning include 

1. demonstrated competence in the use of contemporary theoretical resources on sexuality 
including physiology, gender identity, sexual orientation, social constructions of sexuality and 
race, sexual dimensions of relationships, sexual dysfunction, and sexual violence; 

2. increased awareness of how one’s own experience of sexuality informs self-understanding and 
shapes one’s practice of ministry; 

3. ability to articulate an informed understanding of diverse expressions of human sexuality that 
demonstrates integration of theoretical, theological, and personal reflection that will help guide 
the practices of pastoral counseling and care. 

 
AAMFT Competencies targeted 

1. to understand the principles of human sexuality as they relate to human development, issues of 
health and illness, diversity, power, privilege, and oppression (2.1.1) 

2. to consider physical/organic problems that cause or exacerbate emotional/interpersonal 
symptoms (2.2.6) 

3. to deliver interventions in a way that is sensitive to special needs of clients (e.g., gender, age, 
socioeconomic status, race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability, personal history, larger 
systems, issues of the client (4.3.3) 

4. to monitor issues related to ethics, laws, regulations, and professional standards (5.3.1) 
5. to monitor personal issues and problems to insure they do not impact the therapy process 

adversely or create vulnerability for misconduct (5.5.1) 
6. to consult with peers and/or supervisors if personal issues threaten to adversely impact clinical 

work (5.5.3) 
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