
ADVANCED EXEGESIS OF PSALMS 
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Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
Wednesday, Friday 11:00 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 

Gardencourt 206 
 
Instructor: 
Patricia K. Tull (Gardencourt 304, ext. 378, ptull@lpts.edu) 
 
This online syllabus should be used to gain a better understanding of the content and focus of a course.  The syllabus given out in 
the class may differ from this online version and its content supercedes that of the online syllabus. 
 
Course Description 
We will concentrate on reading and becoming familiar with the book of Psalms, especially in terms of the 
theological and spiritual resources it has offered in the past and continues to offer to communities of faith 
today. Topics to be addressed include: prayer and ritual in ancient Israel, biblical Hebrew poetry, the 
forms of the Psalms and structure of the Psalter, theologies of the Psalms, and the use of the Psalms in 
Jewish and Christian tradition. With the rest of the time we will explore the book and focus exegetical and 
interpretive inquiry on several psalms of various kinds. Assignments will include reading of the psalms 
and of secondary materials, exegetical study of psalms, responses to the psalms as prayer, and teaching 
and preaching psalms.  
 
Students are expected to use proper bibliography and/or footnoting in all written work. Failure properly to 
document sources of information in written work will result in the paper's being returned ungraded. 
Plagiarism is subject to a failing grade and a report to the dean's office.  
 
In keeping with seminary policy, inclusive language is expected in relation to humans in all written work. 
The discussions of God’s nature in the Psalms provide an ideal opportunity to ponder the issue of 
language for God and to experiment with pronouns and nouns to describe the God in whose image all 
humans are made. 
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Grading 
 Reading, exegetical preparation, and class discussion 40% 
 Weekly postings and responses    20% 
 Final presentations and sermons    40% 
 


